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Washington is the oldest 
subdivision in West Sacramento. 
Real settlement and growth in 
the District occurred following 
the Gold Rush of 1849. The 
Historic Core is the heart of the 
Washington Neighborhood and 
contains many examples of Delta 
Victorians. The Specific Plan will 
contain historic architectural 
standards to preserve and 
enhance the character of the 
existing buildings and ensure new 
infill development appropriately 
reflects the surrounding historic 
architectural styles.

5th Street is the only major north-
south corridor that connects 
the neighborhoods north of 
Washington through the Bridge 
District and into Southport. The 
wider roadway can sustain 
higher levels of building intensity 
than some of the surrounding 
areas.  Contemporary or modern 
architecture is appropriate in 
this area, but should incorporate 
traditional elements that emulate 
the existing neighborhood 
buildings.

The Grand Gateway creates an 
important transition between the 
civic core of West Sacramento 
and the Riverfront. Circulation 
improvements will create 
better connections between the 
districts for vehicles, bikes, and 
pedestrians. Large vacant sites, 
some of which are City-owned, 
offer an opportunity to create a 
mixed-use district. Contemporary 
or modern architecture is 
appropriate in this area, but 
should incorporate traditional 
elements that emulate the 
existing neighborhood buildings. 

Transition zones help to create 
a smooth transition between 
the older Historic Core and the 
new modern architecture in 
other parts of the neighborhood. 
Contemporary buildings will 
be scaled to fit with historic 
buildings, reflecting historical 
elements. 

The Riverfront is West 
Sacramento’s opportunity 
to create a true waterfront 
destination. It is a place where 
new development should be 
bold and powerful, with iconic 
architecture establishing 
landmarks along the river. 
New development will bring 
people living and working on 
the riverfront, activating and 
enlivening the waterfront area 
promenade.  

Planning Overlay Regulating Plan (From Washington Realized)

The Regulating Plan 
articulates the desired 
building form and 
architecture style for each 
planning overlay area.
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